Camas Fire Dept. has 


The Camas Fire 
Department was organized 
in 1924 after a blaze had 
gutted the Economy Drug 
Store in the downtown 
section a year earlier. 

Several volunteer 
departments had been 
organized prior to 1924, but 
none of them stayed 
together. The one that was 
organized in 1924 has 
grown into the department 
that serves the city today. 

There were 27 charter 
members in that first 
department. Edward Reed 
was selected as the chief. 
Original volunteers who are 
still in the Camas-Washougal 
area include Jack Atkins, 
Lonnie Belz, Walter 
Campbell, Harry Clapp, Gus 
Lorenz, Lawrence 
Beauchamp and Ed 
Barthlemey. 

Beauchamp would later 
become the department’s 
first paid chief and in 1928, 
Charles Atkins became the 
department’s first paid 
fireman. 

From that nucleus and a 
hand-drawn fire cart, the 
department has developed 
into a 4l-man_ unit, 
including six full-time paid 
firemen. Today the 
department has five vehicles 
in service: a 1970 Cadillac 
ambulance, 1975 Horton 
first aid truck, 1959 
American-LaFrance 
1,000-gallon pumper, a 
1958 American-LaFrance 
1,000-gallon pumper and a 
1968, 1,250-gallon 
American-LaFrance 
pumper. 

Deloy Little has been 
serving as chief of the 
department since 1972. 


THE EARLY YEARS 

The 1920s were a time of 
establishing the department. 
The men had to be trained, 
the city was divided into 
fire works and laws — even 
as basic as not parking in 
front of a hydrant — were 
enacted. 

One of the big social 
events in those days was the 
annual Firemen’s Ball. It 
was usually held on New 
Year's Eve. 

The department added 
equipment in the 1930s, the 
most celebrated being a 
$13,000 American- 
LaFrance fire truck that was 
branded as a “lemon” by 
the city council in 1934. 

An indication of the 
lengthy process that was 
needed to establish fire 
fighting procedures was a 
comical event that occurred 
in 1931. 

Four firemen, Lonnie 
Belz, Bill McBroom, Charles 
Atkins and Roy Dunn, each 
had to pay $1 for putting 
out a fire. As usual, they 
had parked their cars on a 
street where they were 
fighting a blaze. Their 
license numbers were taken 
down by the police and 
they were fined for parking 
within two blocks of a fire. 

Another piece of 
equipment that the 
department was proud of 
involves a mouthful of 
firsts. In 1935, Camas got 
its first first aid car, which 
was the first first aid car in 
the state for a fire 
department. During its first 
year, the car answered 47 
calls. In 1976, the 
department responded to 
563 calls, including 286 in 


Camas alone. 
THE WAR YEARS 

The world was at war for 
five years during the 1940s. 
The department was 
involved in the nation’s 
defense by having a large 
role in the local civil defense 
program. 


One ot the most 
spectacular fires in Camas’ 
or Washougal’s history 
engulfed the bridge 
connecting the two cities on 
the Lewis and Clark 
Highway on Feb. 13, 1947. 
The inferno started when 
two oil trucks collided on 
the bridge. The heat from 
the blaze was so intense that 
the structure buckled and 
collapsed into the river 30 
feet below 


PaaS ee 
CAMAS FIRE DEPARTMENT members show off their equipment 
in a photo taken sometime in the late 1930s. Pictured is an 
American-LaFrance fire truck, a 1%-ton GMC fire truck and a 
Lincoln first aid car. The American-LaFrance truck was branded a 
“lemon” and the first aid car was the first of its type in the state. 


proud history 


Firemen were helpless in 
combating the fire. They 
did not have chemicals that 
could extinguish the flames. 

No one was injured, but 
the 20-year-old bridge had 
been valued at $42,000. 

The department became 
firmly entrenched in the 
community during the 
1950s. Fire prevention 
Programs, a junior fire 
marshal program for the 
kids, clean-up projects and a 
swim school tied the 
firemen and the rest of the 
community closely 
together. 


In the 1960s, Camas 
received the best fire rating 
for a city of its size in the 
state. A fire alarm system 


could alert 30 men with on 
telephone call. 

In October, 1964, 
wind-whipped fire caused a 
estimated $200,000 damag 
in a storage area of th 
Crown Zellerbach mill. A 
that time it was the bigges 
fire in Camas’ history. 

According to the Oct. 
Post-Record, a spokesma 
for the insurance compan: 
covering the loss said, “Onl: 
prompt and_ efficien 
action kept this from bein 
a multimillion dollar fire. 

In August 1970, th 
department became th: 
proud owner of the 197( 
Cadillac ambulanc: 
mentioned earlier. It wa 
described by the car’ 
distributor as the “fines 
first aid car in Southwes 

Washington.” 


MOST OF THE 1955 Camas Fire Department members are featured 
above. They are, standing on trucks: Cliff Koplin, Earl Zesiger, Leo 
Essen, Smokey Lucas, Marvin Krueger, Jim Coffman, Bud Hall, Bob 
Cameron. Middle row: Keith Miller, Vern Reeves, Dale Scarbrough, 
Lawrence Beauchamp, Titus Butler, Don Hughes. Front row: Deloy 


Little, Dale Stoller, Shorty Caine, Tom McEn 
Louis Kersavage, Demas Hutchison, Charlie 
Fletcher, Willard McCoy, Mike Brunner. Not jictured: 

Ambrose, Bud Butts, Maynard Erickson. aggre 
Kenny Lawther, Doug Miller, Dick 


Camas firemen, with the two trucks and the first-ald car, in front of the 
fire station. Left to right, Lawrence Beauchamp, Glenn Cooper, Earl Jones. 


ry, Kenny Lorenz, 
Dodge, Bill Harris, Lee 


, Dick Huycke, Jack Krank, 
Sawyer, Mel Tietz, Charles Day. 


